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Short root anomaly of a single tooth: a rare finding
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Anomalia de raiz curta em um único dente: um achado raro
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

We would like to share an interesting radiog-
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year-old female patient reported of food impaction 

in her left mandibular molar, for which endodontic 

treatment with metallic crown was done three years 

ago. A periapical radiograph of the molars in that 

quadrant incidentally revealed a short root/abnor-
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other permanent teeth. Crown size and shape were 

normal, but the root was showing characteristic 

morphology of a completed root formation with 

conical shaped apex. The length of the root, how-

ever, was almost half of the usual size with a crown-

root ratio of approximately 1:1. Intact periodontal 

ligament space and a continuous lamina dura were 

noticed around the tooth. Normal bony trabeculae 

were seen surrounding the root, not suggestive of 

any pathologic changes. The root canal was extend-

ing almost until the apex of the tooth. No history 

of previous trauma, orthodontic treatment or any 

other dental procedures was reported. On further 

clinical examination of the tooth, the crown ap-

peared to be exactly similar in colour, size and mor-

phology as the other premolars with no evidence of 
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by thermal and electrical vitality test.

Thus, two main possibilities were considered 

for diagnosis, external resorption of the root or a 


